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ALEC presentation- Ensuring the Continued Employability Excellence of ECU
Graduate Nurses

This presentation will outline the Academic Literacy Education Certificate (ALEC), an
academic literacy support project currently being piloted with undergraduate semester-one
nursing students at Edith Cowan University. The purpose and the development of this
initiative will be discussed in terms of its facilitation of the achievement of ECU graduate
attributes and the promotion of the employability of today’s student cohort.

The School of Nursing and Midwifery within Edith Cowan University (ECU) is the largest
School of Nursing in Western Australia attracting both domestic and international students.
In common with other Australian Universities, a significant proportion of undergraduate
nursing students at ECU are ‘non-traditional’, in that they may be mature- aged, first in family
to attend and/or from a low socio-economic status background.

Many non- traditional students have no recent academic learning experience however, in
keeping with ECU’s mission of fair access and opportunity, the undergraduate nursing
programme admission policy attracts and welcomes students with a range of evidence of
ability, such as portfolio of prior learning, or foundation course qualifications. Whilst this
equitable approach ensures a rich and diverse range of student contribution to learning
across the curriculum, a further consequence is that a proportion of students begin their
university career with limited skills and knowledge in academic areas which are essential
and expected elements for undergraduate study.

Nursing Academics, in response to the challenge of student diversity and the associated
range in presenting academic literacy, has developed and piloting an in-house learning
support programme. This contextual learning unit is currently being undertaken by first
semester students and focuses on the basic literacy areas of understanding academic
assessment terminology, academic writing skills, referencing and plagiarism.

In order to ensure ECU Graduate Nurses continue to enjoy high levels of employability, the
ALEC project focuses on and incorporates the ECU graduate attributes of ‘communication’
and ‘critical appraisal skills’, and the distinctive feature of ‘employability orientation’, essential
skills and attributes for the contemporary professional nurse.



